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Googl e Maps has gai ned
consi derable traction. The
nost recent exanple 1s this
news story fromthe Daily

Tel egraph about Google's
busi ness practices wth
regard to its mappi ng
servi ces:. Mappi ng gi ant
Googl e has revealed that it
secretly I nproved 1ts naps
I N several countries

w t hout revealing the

l ntervention to | ocal

aut horities. The conpany
admtted 1t had secretly
mat ched peopl e’ s hone and
busi ness addresses wth




their real-world | ocations
to I nprove the accuracy of
1ts maps. In Germany, the
UK, Australia and New
Zeal and, Google altered its
maps to fix road directions
and to show addresses nore
accurately. This process
was al so used to create
nore detailed maps I n Egypt
and parts of Africa...
However, contrary to
popul ar beli ef, the changes
nmade by Google were neither
acci dental nor devi ous:
Googl e deli berately altered
the | ocation data for




search accuracy. |.e. not
addi ng "OK Google" or nore
accurate directions but
sinmply omtting | ocations
that 1t knows aren't real.
The German newspaper
Suddeut sche Zeltung has
publ i shed the findings of
the I nvestigation into
t hese revel ations. And, as
French netizen Pascal Lax
shows In the foll ow ng map,
a huge 1 npact of Google's
newly I nproved nap data I s
clearly visible in this
case. (Google as seen by
Lax on 22 February 2015) On




top of this, Lax details
t hat Googl e doesn't al ways
use the satellite I magery
It receives fromthe US
governnent as a basis for
I ts maps. Rat her, (Google
sonmetl nes uses I magery from
foreign countries. So
basically, Lax adds (yet
agai n), Google Maps Is a
nmassi vel y over - ext ended Goo
gl e- knows- ever yt hi ng-better-
t han-you resource. Lax
concl udes the article: Yet,
as the preval ence of (Google
Maps 1 n the car
| nf ot al nnent systens of




many manufacturers shows,
we can't do wwthout 1t...
[We'll never get rid of
Googl e, no matter how nany
conpl aints we | odge agal nst
I1t. But we can nake the
right use of It — and
that's the way to nake 1t a
nore reliable, useful and
sust al nabl e resource... And
then it won't be just
Googl e Maps, the Google
Street View and Googl e
Earth we'll be conpl ai ni ng
about. Al maps wll be
distorted and fl awed and
rotten I1n spirit, because




they wll be nade by
people. But still, wth the
power of
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establ i shed i n 2009New
citizens of the State of
Hawal I are sworn into
citizenship during a
naturali zation cerenpny on
Capitol H Il 1 n Honol ulu.
(Cory Luml G vil Beat) The
nunber of new U S. citizens
has continued Its slow
upward trend during the
| ast two years, according
to U S. Gtizenship and
| m gration Services. There
are | ess than 2,500 new
cCitizens every nonth,
neani ng about 4, 800 peopl e
a nonth in Hawai |l becane




U.S. citizens in 2017.
That’ s about 3 percent nore
than in 2016, or about
/7,800 Hawai I ans becom ng
citizens each year. USCH S
sal d between 18, 700 and
19, 700 peopl e becane U. S
citizens 1n 2016. About
19, 600 new citizens were
al so added | ast year, which
| S approximately the sane
nunber of people a nonth.
But 1 n 2016, about 25, 700
people In Hawali I becane
U S citizens, said
Christine Chen, director of
communi cations for the




Nat i onal | mm gration Forum
an advocacy dgroup that
supports 1 nmmgration

| ssues. The 2017 nunber 1S

still slightly | ess than
that. “So there are half a
mllion or nore people In

the U S. who have becone
U.S. citizens,” Chen said.
She said the | ow nunbers of
new citizens this year

conpared to previous years
can partly be expl ali ned by
the fact that those newy
naturalized citizens were
al ready on Social Security
and Medi care. “There were




nore who were al ready on
Soci al Security and
Medi care,” she said. “There
were nore who were already
born in the U S and were
U.S. citizens and had no
one to sponsor them” Chen
sald the Hawai I nunbers are
wel | under nati onal
aver ages, which have
recently fluctuated between
about 180, 000 and 160, 000
new U S. citizens each year
for the |ast three years.
The growth 1 n the nunber of
peopl e becom ng U. S
citizens Is partly due to




the fact that federal
| Mm gration policy has been
changed since 2012, Chen
sal d. 3dab4e8ca3
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